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Summary of Neighborhood meeting  

February 8, 2012 
 

959 S. Ash, Tempe 

Tempe Project Number: SPR11070 

 

 

 

The meeting came to order at 6:45 

 

There were approximately 8 neighbors in attendance 

 

Scott and Irene McMurray introduced themselves as the owners and gave a brief history of their 

ownership of the project, the renovation of the existing home on the property, their vision of the balance 

of the project, and introduced the other team members; James Hann, Architect and RD Hendrickson, 

builder. 

 

James Hann gave a brief Architectural description of the project.  The character is to be of the 

‘Craftsman Style’.  There are 7 new units to go along with the existing one for a total of 8 units.  Most are 

2 story units with 2 efficiency units on top of the 2 center units.  These units surround a landscape ‘park-

like’ central courtyard.  The colors come from a ‘period correct’ palette from Sherwin-Williams.  The 

design emphasizes covered porches and patios featuring white railings, posts and window and door trim.  

Each unit has it’s own garage space for parking and the mechanical units are located above the garages 

and inside an enclosed space to look like the rest of the composition and to control sound. 

 

RD Hendrickson described the energy efficient construction methods for the project including re-usable 

and re-cycled materials, high efficiency mechanical units featuring air scrubbers, high efficiency foam 

insulation throughout.  The slab will be of post-tension construction because of the high clay content in 

the soil. 

 

Several questions were asked after the presentation including the height, the parking,( both the tandem an 

off-site parking on the street), the lighting concept and the retention concept.  Kevin O’melia, from the 

City of Tempe, explained the ordinance regarding the height and the concept of tandem parking.  

Originally, R-3 zoning allowed for a height of 35 feet.  This was revised to 30 feet with the opportunity of 

adding 10%, or 3 addition feet with a Use Permit Standard.  Weather a project is of 2 story or 3 story 

composition doesn’t matter as long as it doesn’t exceed the height restriction.  Tandem parking is 

additional parking behind another vehicle.  The ordinance doesn’t specify if this parking needs to be 

parallel or perpendicular to the other vehicles.  Any off-site parking on the street is controlled by a 

separate City permit.  The lighting concept will follow the minimum requirements of the City of Tempe for 

safety.  The lighting will not exceed these minimums.  The retention basin will occur in the central 

landscape courtyard.  The intent is to make it shallow but over a large area so as to make it less apparent. 

Questions were asked regarding rental/homeowners and noise.  This was addressed by, Scott and Irene. 

They mentioned they were indeed rentals but high-end rentals and hopefully this will eliminate a “party” 

type atmosphere.  They also mentioned that they would work with the City of Tempe Police Dept 

regarding the noise ordinance, security plan for Ash Property and Crime free police policy and institute 

this into their leasing plan.  Their plan is to move into the front house within 3 years when their kids have 

graduated from college. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.   
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Ash Property Resurrection 

 

One Lot Subdivision  -  Letter of Explanation 
 

 

This request is to combine lots 4, 5, and 6 of the “Gage Addition” together to form one lot.  The current 

zoning for these properties is R - 3 and this request is in conformance with the City of Tempe General 

Plan as adopted by the Commission and City Council.  The proposed use for this parcel conforms to the 

requirements of the Zoning and Development Code for the City of Tempe.  The project proposed for this 

property, ‘Ash Property Resurrection’, is for multi-family residential units and is in conformance with the 

R – 3 Zoning designation.  In order for this project to conform to the approved Zoning and be in 

conformance with the General Plan, this lot combination is required.     
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